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The ASPIRA Five Cities 
High School Dropout Study 


The ASPIRA Five Cities High School nu: Study 

is a two-year longitudinal survey of randomly selected 

ninth grade students in seven Eo minantly 

minority high schools in five U.S. cities. The sampl 

consists of 706 students from Chicago, Illinois; Miami, 

jorida; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Newark, N sey; a 

San Antonio, Texas. The survey design enabled students, 

nd some of their parents, to respond © gm ‚eu 0 

specific variables focusing on the roles that community, 

family, school, and inital diem ann play 
in students’ decisions to ut or stay in school 


This OTTER Focus on Parents, is just a small 
portion of the rich data base available from the study. 


nfo ion obtaining the larger report, 
Charters 7 Pir je High School Students, or the 
jata base itself is available on page 12 of this summary. 
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Half of atl Hispanics living in the United Sumo EE 
not 


25 or over--nearly 5 million people--have 
high school. 

Dropping out of high school has not always been 
hat unusual in the United sites s late as RA ae 
than half os the d 


o 
The pi 

olds completing high school incre: 

and, aided by the movements 

educational rai for women and minor: 

1960s, moved to more than seventy 

19705. Then the growth rate fl: 


ntire population aged 2: 


High school put rates are not uniform across 
all racial and ethnic groups. Acco to the USS. 
Cru Given, fen dan persons 25 years of age or 


but only about half of all Hispanics have high school 
m: 
Statistics are not answers; indeed, they only suggest 
other questio: 
+ Why do students drop out of school? 
+ Why are Hispanic students more likely than other 
rop ou 


racial or ethnic groups to drop out? 

. at can be done to improve the chances for 
Hispanic students to SERE ME E 

+ How can Hispanics catch up the rest of the 


American population in an en 

The ASPIRA Fiv ies High School Dropout 
Study: Characteristics of Hispanic High School Students 
takes an essential first step in unraveling the complex 
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udy findings indicated that om eran are not 
ed on responses i 
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nts Eeo at 
h school ai 
The students Hemer 
want to fi go to college, and 
professional career. 

But are Be Spano a student dreams of 
the future eno: 

cur coon din tem dep ine 


Lan; 
high rata graduation in English-speaking schools. 


plurality of Ce: 
do not speak, 
GRAPH IL. 
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CENTRAL AMERICAN 


LANGUAGE USED BY PARENTS AT HOME 


Wha the implications of these parenta 
neue] Parents of Hispanic students may want 
their children to sueceed, they may want to be involved 


in their children's school activities, th ay want to 
help them with homework, but factors identifica in the 
ASPIRA study indicate barriers for paren A involvement. 

schools--even schools where a majority of 
udentafaret antike vilo eos ED diran We 
middle-class institutions. e language of tl ol is 
English. chedule of the si En is the Monday 
through Friday, eight-hour wor! 1 does not 


his model does 
fit the reality of Hispanic urban ‘ite, as ui in the 
(E Five Cities High School Dropout Study. 

Many Hispanic parents, who are blue collar or 
service fan do not have the scheduling flexibility of 
w ionals. Attendin, 


hite collar workers and professionals ttending 

meetings or teacher conferences during the school day is 

i autio alien, El Co ¿o es, or 
the 


ad t 
allen, kam Air ap ascii fatigue of a day 
ol sical I n: ip from hi 


f physical labor preventing a trip fr school. 

Parents of urban Hispanic high school students 
encourage their children to learn English, get good grades, 
finish high schools, a; J good jobs. e students 
reported that they look eir parents for advice on 


the: 

rsonal matters or FR concerns, but not Tor help on 
their homework. students report that their 
PEAD TEO Fee erning school grades. While 


° ASPI 

suggest a number of specific recommendations for policy 
and program planning to increase the numbers 
Hispanic students who complete high scl ae ol. 
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Recommendation One. 


collected by Local, State, and 
allow for the 


onal 

disaggregation of Hispa. 

least, demographic data "for His ispanic 

cite ct students by Mexican ia Puerto Rican, 
ban, or Central American origin 

Recommendation Two. 

Involvement pugnas Les the gosti needs 

ograms not onl: meet 

schedules, and child e 

Recommendation Three. 

Since the parents of Hispanic high school students 


an 
may not have the formal education to adequately 
tutor their children or help with hom 


a special effort tb (1) provide 
effective tutoring progra ( ly basic 
study materials such as dictionaries, typewriters, and 

Iculators. As a part of this re ndation, it is 


tudents are 2 rey to turn to 
s for apa ind their co 


Recommendation Four. 


The ASPIRA Five Cities High School Dropout 


tu aracteristics of Hispanic High School 
St represents onl raction of the data 
collected from zu their parents, sch 


archives as part ree: ject to i 
urban Hispanic ae With that in mind, it is of 
vital interest for a more complete understanding of 
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he iranis urban high school students to (1) use 
this database to develop further reports and (2) 
continue following this cohort of students throughout 
their bonita Eran 


States, large numbe 
lic “cool Before paca 


Thro! the Un 
students ive ie pul 
chool. Sch 


ai Hispa 
N a from increasing immigration 


and high birth 
rates, suggest that both in absolute and relative numbers, 
more and Hispanics will lack thi st basic 


a. 
dawn of the icona 
n rate foi 


001 completion rates will 
approach three 


But if we don’t work at it, perhaps not. 


American Commu 


What Is ASPIRA? 


ASPIRA Association, I 


he nc. national nonprofit 
organization which since 1961 


jevelopment and 
education, ASPIRA also conducts research and informs 
lieymakers issues critical to Latinos. Its ten offices 
are located in five states, Puerto Rico, and the District of 
Columbia. ASPIRA is the oldest and largest Hispanic 
youth organization i country. Its central mission is 
advancing the development of the Latino community. To 
fulfill that 


unity. 
r 13,000 youth annually 


with thi tional, intellectual, Ft practical resources 
they need to remain in school and contribute to their 
community. 


ASPIRA's Parental Involvement Efforts 
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The project, funded by the U.S. Depa 
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Mobilizatio, 
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Delaware; 


ex; 
nity Center in Wilmin, naam, 
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jashington, D.C., a collaboration between the 
net of the Distriet of Columbia and various church 
congregations. 

The objectives of the HCMDP are to assist in the 
implementation by the Hispanic community of 
Ben unity involvement strategies to reduce Latino 
dropouts 


+ training staff of local community oren nia dona to 
work with ERED and the communit urb 
Latino dropout 


+ promoting uam E collaboration among 
Garnier that deal with Latino youth and 
families; and 


providing additional outreach tools to 
disseminated in communities to both parents om 
policymakers. 


The full 170-page report of the ASPIRA Five 
GUI EL a Bra, Guida Cenit 
o. 


1112 16th Street, NW, pate 20 engem 
DC 20036. The cost is $20, 


Data from the stui sy are available on SPSS tapes 
be 
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